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de Villaret then built a convent for the Order and fortified
the whole island. He afterwards conquered the neigh-
bouring islands, by this means securing Rhodes from the
constant inroads of the Turkish empire.

ELION DE VlLLENEUVE.

Elion de Villeneuve was descended from the family of
Romeo de Villeneuve, Grand Marechal of Provence, and
was born in the year 1270. Having joined the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem at an early age, he soon became
noted for his brave attacks on the infidels, and in conse- .
quence was raised to the dignity of Grand Prieur de St.
Gilles. When Foulques de Villaret abdicated the grand
mastership, and when the island of Rhodes had been
rescued by Gerard de Pins from Orkhan, who attempted
to drive out the knights, Elion de Villeneuve, at a meet-
ing of the Order held at Avignon, in 1319, was elected
Grand Master, and this election was confirmed by the Pope,
John XXII. The Order of St. John having incurred
enormous debts by continued warfare against the infidels,
Elion, instead of returning at once to Rhodes after his
election, first visited the Pope and various Christian
princes of Europe, to demand assistance of them. He was
engaged in this mission, and also in various continental
wars, till 1336, when he came to Rhodes. At that time
the island was much disturbed by internal feuds, to
which Elion speedily put an end. In the year 1343 he
gained the famous victory of Rio del Salado over Alboaces,
King of Morocco, whose army more than doubled that of
the Grand Master, and, in the following year, the knights
under the command of John of Biandra, besieged and
took the city of Smyrna, which they held for a long time,
in spite of the efforts of the Turks to dislodge them. In